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HOME DEPARTMENT

NOTIFICATION
The 2nd June 1978

t* Mo. 255?3,'Pnl'|.—Enm on 1st April, 1897 ina small village in lechapur,
BN near Balikuda about 50 Kms. from the District Headguarters Cuttack,
Or. Pranakrishna Parija had a brilliant academic career all through till he
passed his B. gc. Examination with Mathematics Honours from Calcutta
,: University in the year 1913, He Was deputed 10 U, K. in 1914 by the
E} Provincial Government for higher studies and studied Botany in tha Christ
g2 College, Cambridge University urder Professor geward and Blackman. In the
final examination held in 1918 he staod first in first class and secured the
& Frank Smark Prize and Fellowship for research. During his memorable
l csociation with Professor Blackman he did ::u-rnmandah‘.a work in the field
_1;-; of Botanical research. After two years of Fallowship, he Was pmployed by
8| the Government of U. k. for ayear 10 find out tha bast method of storing
i apples. During his stay of seven years at Christ Colleds Enmhrif!.gare he _'HH
R first Secretary and then President of the Indian Students’ Majlis: Birbal
8% Sahani, Chintaman pwarakanath Deshmukh, Afzal Hussain, Hanumanthral,
g4 Ramanujan, John Mathai and others were his contemporaries 3t Cambridge.
B On retum to Orissa i August, 1921 he joined 3
Revenshaw College in the Indian Education Ee:nl'iﬂﬁ-
i ‘Parija Saheb' he easily Won the love.
B4 students by his profound scholarship.
e Th‘“ arovision for tcach'nd potany Honours as m
d in 1930 and theresfter this College acaul
B 'eaming and research in Botan in the countny:
B and his research on how to induce flood resistance:

Wwas princip
saline resistance in rice are considere mﬂmfme;'*t puring this 1ong
: Ravenshaw College from February 1938 10 Ap[1|- | reforms in the colleas.
8 terure he introduced many Iﬂ"“:’*“"5‘“&'":"'_'g UFT :na and the glection ©
3 such as the common Mess gystem: the tutons uraging stud

; nco
student Presidents of the Copllege Uniof. therebY :
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N 1 g T R P
- I...-. [ - ' Cr- . ; . . du:e'j- t[.'IE Eﬁtﬂm Df Entrﬂ'
g it i respaasibility. Ha also intra ;

e : woug which students laar

: Aants” |labour bureau
B ural lectures and th2 studan . . 1

&1 scientists and man of eminence in different

i once his students, is a living monument to this great 1€

=8 . as the first Vice-Chancellor of Utk
institution and signifizantly contributa

“| became 1he first Director of Agriculiure inlhel new i :
Department of Governmant of Orissa and in this position he provided a

rection and momentum ta the ‘Grow More Food Campaign’. |n
inda Malaviva to join th2 Bznaras

d to nursa it to maturity.  In 1945 ha

i powerful di m
1948 he was called upon by Shri Gov

= distinction till

"i In September, 1955 he once again became the Vice-Chancellor of Utkal
2 Universify, a post he hzld with distinction for ten years. During this period,
tha University blossomad into a full-fledged institution with addition of
many new teaching dzpartments and faculties. It was during this time that
# Dr. Rajendra Prasad, the then President of India had laid the foundation
8 -ione of the present University Campus at Vani Vihar on 1st January 1958,
S The Campus was inaugurated by the late President Dr. 8, Radhakrishnan on

¥ ond January 1963. The crownina cglory of his carger came when he was |

%! clocted the General Presidant of tha Indian Science Congress Association, of
which he was praviously the General Secratary for five years, to preside over
the Bombay session held in January 1360, During 1362-63 he was Chairman
Standing Committee, Irter Univarsity Board of India & Ceylon. Under his
able guidance the General session of the Indian Science Congress was held
at Cuttack in 1962. an evant which is lovingly remembzred by many even
i today. In 1963 he was Chairman, Genetal Education Committee, University
Grants Commission. From 1366 to 1970 he was an active membar of tha
Board of Management cf th2 Oricsa University of Agriculture & Technology,
Bhubanzswar and renderad signal sarvice to the University which in racog-

g

e e

e

e
o T

d nition thzreof conferred on him the Degree of Doctor of Science in January [
1376. A brilliant student, a strict disciplinarian and yet a loving teacher, a |

| dedicated researcher, a scientist of world renown, a firm administrator, an
eminent educationist and a sziflsss social warker, Dr, Parija combined in
his multifaceted personality many aforable qualities. As a true soldizr, he
fiad led a relentless crusade against orthodoxy and dogma all his life. He

| became a legend during his life time. His death has left an irreparable void
i HI'IE' inzellectual and academic life of ths country which would ba difficult
1o ;

O T e e T i L e ey T U W

Hindu University as its Pro-Vice Chancellor, a post which he held with B
1951, In 1952 he was elected to the Orissa Legislative 38
@ Assembly as an independent member and had the vision to pioneer the §
% Cuttack Improvement Trust Scheme which became a reality two decades later, §

wailks of public life who ware B
acher. Professor Parija 38
al University[1943—1248), then an infant 8

gwly created Development .

i

i T 0

o - . .'I.l_.".".

The State Government record thair profound sense of griaf and loss at the &8

passing away of this illustrious Son of Orissa.

SITAKANT MAHAPATRA
Socratary to Government of Orissa

. ~ B il - '
.- = l- J.-_ - .._.“:‘.-. g e
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pR. PARIA
AS | KNOW HIM

Shri BISWANATH DAS

The late lamented Dr. Parija is one of the prominent personalities in the
field of education and research in India, As a teacher he had some out-
standing abilities which were specidlly of his own. The misfortune in
India 1oday is that we have no Guruku la system of education to enable a
man of his abilities and attainments 10 utilise in the development of real
education. But in this present system of education Dr. Parija has made
it possible fo many extent. He wasa hard task master and he would not
tolerate if 8 moment is lost in vain. To him time was life and he gave
much importance on ths proper utilisation of this valuabla time. Being
in Indian Educational Service his emoluments Were far higher and his
status with official order was far above the ordinary reach.

rst ministry when | was direcled
gurselves ''Prime Minister’,, we
| remember that Dr. Parija as the
h the Bidyarthis and at tha same

| recall one oceasion during my fi
by the Congress Working Committee 10 call
had to face a stubborn student agitation.
Principal was always kind and generous Wit '
time a great discipliner. The students being instigated by the then political
set-up started an agitation without_ necessary jus.tiﬁuatinn and behaved in a
Way which could |east h-El. desired. It was too much for 8 _teachar
of the staws, quality and culture of Dr. Parija to expect this :rr.:m
college students. It was a British regime When law and u'dﬂrnh:dm DE::;
Most piiority, The Europan Officers of the Education Poes T which
of the Secretariat ware awefully upset. There et T ]im_u:iu: being
Certain things could be tolerated. Unfortunately the HE:;inh for any
Prepared by the politicians knew no limits and [t Was :;uu was directed
Conscientious teacher to tolerate the way the g d firm calling
and the action taken by the students. The Government Eiphzmil But the
Always on the students not 1o take law 10 their OWn *

3




and did not listen 10 anybody. Politicians were
to continug the agitation. My ministry had to
done Some EeXCessess by the rebelious students,
d unpardonable.

sfudents were in unrest
instigating the students

take certain steps to €O
Really certain things were in excess an

But just after a few hours, it Was o my utter surprise, @ resignation

letter from Dr. Parija cameto ™My hand. He had mentioned in the
resignation letter that under such circumstances, he would not be able

to maintain  the necessary discipline and organise the instituition to
a rational order.

| found that the resignation  was not a mere threat on paper but a
reality. It took twe or three days to discuss with him. Dr. Parija cleared
his doubts, cleared hiz sarnest difficulties and made him withdrawn his

resignation,
Dr. Parija was a friend in deed and friend in need. Once_he agrees to) a

point, he stands on it erect. He was a friend of loving heart,"a guide ofa’
sound mind that of a philosopher and scientist.

He is no more. But his bright image will be installed ever in the heart
of his students and colleagues and countrymen.
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REMINISCENCE OF DR. PARIJA

L ARAA AR AT WA N ARARNAA AN AR A
! ARRANANAAT Y

Shri NITYANANDA KANUNGO

with the passing away of Dr. Parija, an era has come toan end,
He was the symbol of good manners, modesty, elegance in human relations
and all that was graceful in social behaviour. - He had earned the highest
distinctions in arudition and academic achievement. He had been recepient
of high honours from the British Government, and the Government of
independent India. He had not asked for any honours; butthey were
conferred on him all the same. His advice and opinion was sought for,
all over the country in mattars scientific” and educational; and there is not
any University ofr Scientific body of any distinction in the country. where
ha has not been invited to help. His simplicity in everyday life was
remarkable. Till the last of his days, that is before infirmity set in, sbout
a month before the day of death; he used to wash his own clothes and
polish his shoes himself. But he was endowed with some undefinable
quality, which | have felt, but am not able to express, which made him an
outstanding person in any company, and in society in general.

| have had the privilege of coming in contact with him ow
childhood and later as a student when he joined fhe Ravenshaw College
as Professor in the Old Imperial Service. He had spent the whmﬁ.’. poriys
of the first war in Englﬂnd, where he was a close fliﬂl'ld l:lft:tﬂtﬂl.l 5!.1:::
Chithd Boss, Subes Babu had presentsd him with@ni g g
ebony-wood walking-stick, which Parija valued very much. Subas :u:l
had high regard for Parija and always anquired about him, irnnl;1 :;ungld
friends. Parija was a strong Mationalist, [from his e.a'l‘f il licies and
the same views in his latter life. He did not agree With mﬁTlm;tww
Programmes of the Congress. When | joined Congress I

: tamily 10
g'%Uade me, though "he was requested by 1% e
0 so,

the days when coRgess"

All through out my political career, particularly was always kind enouah

:ﬁn had to suffer various forms of indignities he herwise he used to make
®never | happened to meet him and even Ot s friends Was Proteeee!

E:q”ifias about me from friends. One of his nlniﬂf ncient history and
r‘aIT-"'I:III‘."'n-'l.#EIIa, an eminent scholar and Professor © i
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ty. He had come all the way from Calcutta by
Passenger train in order 10 alight at the small station Bayree and travelled
by bullockcart a distance of more than 20 milesto attend the wedding of
Dr. Parija at Balipadia in the Mahanga P.-S. That was the beginning of my
friendship with Dr. Taraporewala which lasted till he was alive. Through
Dr. Parija | had the good-luck to be introduced among many illustrious
scholars all over India with some of whom | was fortunate to form abiding

friendship

culture in Calcutta Universi

Perhaps it is not knoWwn that it was mainly through - the efforts of
Dr. Parija that the Central Rice Research Institute was located at Cuttack In
spite of tremendous pulls for locating it In Bengal which was under a
Muslim-league Ministry. Dr. Rameya. the International Rice Expert was a
friend of Dr. Parija and Dr. Parlja introduced Dr. Rameya to me, along with
Mr. Gokhel who was the adviser to the Governor of Orissa. We worked out
a strategy for obtaining a decision fram the Government of India.  Even
when the ralationship of the British Government and mast of its servants was
extremely bitter against Congress men, Dr. Parija’s home was a nutral
ground where both types could meet on friendly social place. Many
instances of this nature could be described which might sound strange.

When his eldest child, a daughter, her husband and his younger son
who had a promising career in the Indian Administrative Service died in the
prime of their lives at close intervals, another aspect of Dr. Parija’s life
could be noticed. He bore the béreavements stoically and did not show any
sign of break-down and went about his commitments in public service
without fail, | have never come across anyone who could bear such tragic

misfortune so stoically.

His influence in the formation of characters of hundreds of his students
and others with whom he came in contact will always be remembered.



Dr. Parija as Scientist

goOoeeeed GOOOOOOLEEIVLLLLO00000000000000000000000000008000

Dr. M. K. ROUT

Dr. Parija was fhE Principal when | joined Ravenshaw College 25 a
first year student in July 1938. In 1944, when | joined es Lecturer in
Ravenshaw College, Dr. Parija was both its Principal end the Vice-
Chancellor of Utkal University. In January 1245, on the eve ol leaving
Ravenshaw College 1o join as the Director of Agriculture, Dr. Farija's
parting message sent to pach of us was brief and yet deeply touching:
“To-day | sever my twenty three years' association with this college. It
has produced a wrench in my heast”. On that memorable day of the
tarewell meeting held in the College hall where many speakers spoke with
their voices choked, there were tears in every one’s eyes. After a few years,
he was made the Pro-Chancellor af the Utkal University. In 1955, he
again joined as Vice-Chancellor and continued to hold that office till 1966,
Ravenshaw College was his academic home. He used to come frequently
to the Botany Department for years after his retirement to pursue his
research.

Dr. Parija’s activities were multi-dimensional, and yet he had an
integral personality. He was involved with almost every aspect of "'_'d'ﬂ“
life—education, language, gcholarship, literature. agriculture, admln!s,m:-
tion, politics and humanitarian activities. His lifeis @ part of the Orissa’s

socio-cultural heritage.

i est
Dr. Parija was an embodiment of scientific temper- He was honest,

i i i . initiated
objective, cool and had & passion for creative experiments He

: he was in
the idea of the college union with @ student p{ﬂﬁldﬂ“; T:;faﬂ:ﬂ in the
Ravenshaw College. The common mESE.E:’mwm' n . He also initiated
hostels of Ravenshaw College, 0WeS its origin to M. © lgbour Bureau
the iden of earning while leaming.

by starting students :
i i+ and democratic
organisations in the hostels. He pelieved in human dignity an

prineiples, He believed, to0, 11 the values

of discipline and intearity of
character, He was, truely, 8 grea

immensely and variously honour

knowledge, but also because he lived

methods that characterise the scientific tempel.
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Prof. Parija after obtaining a Tripos, was awarded the Frank Smart
studentship by the Cambridge University where he wurkechi a5 a Research
student under Prel. F. F. Blackman. He studied the respiration of stored
apples and pioneerad the theory that senescence EH.EUE.S due to a lowering
of *organisation-rasistance’. His studies on respiration of apples clearly
indicated that oxygen has a conservative effect on the loss of carbon and he
furthar advocated the theory of “Oxidative anabolism™. All these works
were done at Cambridge. He established a centre of research on varlnuls
aspects of Botanical studies in the Ravenshaw College. CuttaFk. His
studies included ({a) Control of water hyacinth and other aquatic _WEeda
(b) Physiological and anatomical studies of Rice plants (c) Machanism of
the bursting of fruits (d) Blue-Green algese of Cuttack and (e) Mass

His work continues to be quoted in many Text Books and

culture of algas. k
Dr. Parija’s

rasearch papers appearing in India and the foreign countries.
work on the agquatic flora of the Chilka lake for manufacture of agar agar,
and in the fields of flood resistence. drought resistance and saline resistance

to rice has been of immense practical application.

Dr. Parija combined in him the scientist's sense of justice and the
artist’s sense of grace and humanznass. He has made great contributions
in the field of Botanical sciences and Bas played significant part in the
shaping of various educational policies at the national, state and university
levels. He has heiped, in his lifetime, hundreds and hundreds of poor
students. His last testament speaks of his deep concern for the poor.
Men like me who have come in close cantact with him, who have worked
with him at various |evels of national life, would remember him as a noble
soul and a kindred spirit. The young generation of today has much to learn
from the illustrious life of Dr. Parija. May his life and works be = beacon-
light to guide us in achieving our national goals through the ways of grace,
humanity and justice.




HIS IMAGE
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Justice H. MOHAPATRA

Tall and straight, sfnipsh?pe in an elegant suit, profuse hair on the head
<martly parted on the nght.su:la. with two large eyes bespectacled with gold
ime. Prof, Parija walked In quick steps on the veranda ot the Ravenshaw
college on the day he had arrived from England, a few months after the
College had shitted to its new site at Chauliaganja in1921. Wa were the
first batch in the first year Intermediate in that new building from July that
year, We were startled at the sight of this new figure and guessed and
gossiped many things about him, little knowing his antecidents or achieve-
ments. His appearance was so striking with a scholastic aura that the
students suspected a domineering person in him and thought there would be
a wide gulf betwesn him and them. In the College. except three, all the
professors and lecturers kept a distance from the students. There were two
Englishmen on the staff and another two came an transfer ‘latter on. They
were in Indian Educational Service, the prestigeous superior most rank in
education department of the country. Only two persons from Orfies waes e
placed in that service, both from Cambridge,—Mr. S. C. Tripathy, meaﬁaur
of Physics and Mr. P. Parija. Professor of Botany, Mr. Tripathi had i_-mn-ad
the College in June, Mr. Parija cameé a few months later, Mr. Tripathy
came to be the first Warden of the East Hostel of the College. For the o
Hostel, the warden post was kept for M. Parija to occupy, on his arrival frn:;
England. MNext day to his joining, he went round the West Hmtei,d!chat': ;
with ease and pleasure with boarders, cut a few jokes with them, ;;:T:. :E
all distance and instantly brought about an atmosphere of close ": ¥ Eﬂ“;
The ice was broken, the man emerged out of the profeseon =K :h: m:hnla
from below the crust. By weord of mouth, within 70 ida :;:;. On their
college (| speak of the students) became Enﬂmnuml‘nnthe "-';'ast Hostel
request, he immediately started 2 series of |a.::lura "annﬂi in England,
Common Room on Sunday morning about his exper
Particularly in the Cambridge Univsrsity. For
Atired In dhoti, Kurta and Chadar. If the EW"LT' .
:5':?&[&_'1 a lecture with the help of 8 mﬂglnr:ﬂr:ti:rrz lecturer in physics Was
“Ublect in the physics theatre. Mr. N Cyoe, n these functions he

5 3id in that. Electricity was not then in the 60
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was in hie suit. No other member of the staff opened such Eﬂ::'li_“ﬂs for the
students. Mr. Parija was also first amond them to join some pu f": meetings
in the Town Hall or Sri Ramachandra Bhavan, on matters not of aggresive
countroversy. He soon become a person sought after by students and others

alike.
ic life at that time like B. Das, Swami Bichitrananda

Das Sarangadhar Das, Viswanath Kar, Brajasundar Das, Gopabandhy
Chc-;.ldhunr weare seen in his contact. Within three years of his coming to

Cuttack, he was chosen as the Chairman of tha Fle':BPT_iﬂ" Committee for
the All Orissa Students Conference which was held in the Ravenshaw
College Hall with Pandit Godavaris Mishra as President. | was his
Secistary. The Conference came to be banned by the Gnve:l'nmsnt through
the District Magistrate (an English man) because Godavaris Babu was 3
Congress man, We persisted and Mr. Parfja continued his support till the
Conference met, passed a protest resolution against the Government order
and adjourned. Our stake was little, his stake was high, but he did not

flinch.

How soon he captured the minds of the students was amazing. The
Professor in him was confined to his laboratory. The spectrum of the man
was far wide. His humane behaviour drew the boys near him. He
sympathised with the poor, helped the needy. pushed the talented, goaded
the average and befriended the foreborn. He leaned on none though he
lent support to many., These features of his life remained undiminished tijl
the last and for that, he was s0 “ide'iv loved and respected. His image will
remain imprinted in the minds of all who have seen him at work orin
leisura,

Eminent men in publ
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SUJATA PARIJA (Munu)

Dr. Pranakrushna Parija was a many-faceted personality. People know
him and revere him as a botanist, as a scientist, as an administrator, asan
educationist, as a writer and as a social reformer. He was all these and
much mare.

For me he was not only. my grandfather, but one who has taught me
many things of life. He was one of those rare beings who could explain
complicated matters in simple terms and his aftection for us, his grand -
children, was unbounded. Yet, affection never blinded him to reality. He
was severe when required, and to teach us the basic lessons of life he
would not hesitate in being stern, if that was required.

He was our incomparable *"Jeje”’, whenever we felt hurt or wronged
it was Jeje who was our champlion; the rock on whom we could lean, Jeje
is no more, but | feel he is still in his study, "office a5 we used to call it,
or relaxing in his bedroom in the well-worn green gasy-chair. Strange that
what was reality two days ago Is to be found only in Memory's Lane.

| remember so many things that it is difficult to set them a child, 1 had
misplaced his pen-knife. He called me from my room upstairs and, as he
sat in his swivel-chair, reading-glasses firm on his prominent nose, said:
"Put the knife back in its proper place. That will teach you to be systematic.
An orderly mind is the first requisite in life. Remember it

He behaved as if he was an jconoclast. But | know my Jeie T.:r”m;ﬁ?
in creator-an essential cause of all life, ca s ‘ahuut
do | say this 7 Because he was the first person who expiained 10 T
the variety of life, the nature of living things.
to be chaotic happenings. This happened once wl:ial'l v an insect. Not
around the garden together and saw 2 praying-mantis Bmlﬁminuing of life
only that, he showed me that all life has It own use and

in this universe is as valid as continuing of thought.

|d tell us often times that we

His was an enquiring mind and he Wol het he told Mé that day
Must enquire, we must be inquisitive I mmﬂ? igter, although | Was
Curiosity is the essence of man”. A few cav oy of Animals by

"ather young, he gave me two books: ‘E"“Ef ; By
unro-Fox, and the other, the Expanding Universe

11
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He always believed that one should read and that one should ask
questions, His work took him to many places, and frequently. Every
time. on his return, we were sure that he would bring us books: Fairy

tales, Classics, Encyclopaedias, and books on Science and life.
' i d he
Jeje was a great story-teller,  After dinner or when he was relaxe
would call us and tell us tales from the Hamayana, Panchatantra and
Mahabharata. He would keep us enthralled with Sanskrit slokas and

their explanation.

He was a firm belisver in the dignity of labour and in being self-
dependent. He always did his own work (right till the very end). One
of the few times he was annoyed with me was when | had shouted at a
servant. He told me that | had no right to shout at a servant since | could
easily have done the work myself. He also said that a servant had as
much right and was as much as a member of our family as |,

My Jeje had a great sense of humour. When we were young, some
of his jokes and anecdotes went over our heads—but we laughed all the
same, because he laughed. Later, much later, we learnt to appreciate his
subtle: humour and then we used to roll with laughter.

My grandfather was a truthful man. He did not believe in false
politeness. Once | had misbehaved with my tutor and Jeje heard about
it. He called me and told me quietly: 'If you feel you have done the
right thing, stick to it. If you think you have done wrong, apologise’,
That was the time when he told me, ‘'Never be afraid of the truth; a lie may
be easier, but eventually truth pays. “Don’t be falsely polite, give respect
when it is due"’.

As a child | had the tendency to prag about my possessions. Once he
witnessed such a happening. That evening, when | was in my favourite
den, his study, he explained to me that variety and ostentation do not make
a man. Humility and simplicily become & person much more. And this
Jejo practised throughout his life.

A Tew months ago when my grandmother was very i1l and in great pain
Jeje, who was himself unwell with asthma and arthritis, went to her, sat
by her beside, stroked her hair and explained to her that sufferings are a
part of life. Theyare trials to be borne with fortitude and oldage and
death are part of life. Sufferings purify the soul and one should never be
afraid of pain or death, He explained to her in his ininitebls way, with
examples from the scriptures. ‘Death is but a transition from life we bear
the something that we do not know in this mortal world. [ one was not
afraid when he came to this werld, why should he be afraid to lzave it".

My Jaje never moralized nor preached. He lived by these same
standards. He was paliert, lovable and understanding. | have learnt many
things from him—each comment and action was a lesson in life. That is
no exaggeration.

My Jeje, the Incomparable, i5 no more. His study looks forlorn. |
miss him temibly—June 2nd 1978 saw the :
passing awa
unfargettable character. : b
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STUDENT UNREST
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Dr. P. K. PARLJA

In analysing any mass upsurge. whether of immature youth or of
adults, one has to consider the various factors involved. Mass rising has
cortain  similarities with a bonfire. We have the fuel, the spark and the
agency that applies the spark. The fuel must be in a condition to catch the
fire, the spark must be of some duration to ignite the luel and the agent
nust have accepted good motive in applying the spars or the spark may
be accidental. If there is any deficiency in one of the factors, thare is
hound to be a misfire.

Although there are certain similarities between bonfire and mass
upsurge, the analogy cannot ba carried too far. In 8 human mass uprising,
the inflammable material is human mind. It is an accepted fact that
mass psychology isofa lower order than the individual. The mass mind
does not stop to think, unless it has been so processed that minor
incidents will not upset it.

In the case of adults, experience i life has taught them 1o think
befors acting but in emotional youth, such thinking is rare and action
is impulsive and hence may be unreasonable and unpredictable.

the immediate cause Of the

Asto the spark, that is to 3%
¢ Firstly, @ group of people,

inflagration, there are three distinct types.
g - ;
large or small, may have some accepted cultural practice OF ra’-::;:::n
faith which they prize. If any individual of holle g0 Hit:ara:p gceurs
or acts in a way 1o Q'H'End the 5u_-5|:3p“h1|"'|.1f .ﬂf the QI’EUFH

| instances
a cummURitys susn 1
mass insurgence appraved by the whee - in such category of

have occurred in ditferent parts gl e W inst foreign le of
upsurge can be included the national struggle Eg::cﬂntud ona. Such
against any imposition of ideologY oppos " s 4 whole and one
movements have the general approval 5% :
that basis justifiable.

: gss 15 ;
The other category of events that ",‘"a.“‘.“ l;Bnﬂ" a bus condueter s
A tradesman has altercation With 27 individy 1 the courage nof

behay: ; sym
Tr‘;:"'la'u'n:-unr offends a passenger- The, mand he seeks e e
® strength to fight it out wit




of his fellow men, young or grown-up and starls the wuprising. Such
avents occur in the market place and have occurred in the recent student
trouble. The basic defectin such mass insurgence is the physical weak-
ness or lack of courage in the individual concerned who acts as the
subsicter to attract the sympathy of the mass. Such movements. whether by
grownups or youth, do not have the approval of the society as a whole,
As a rule they die outas minor incidents, unless Unscrupulous people
take advantage of thase incidents to foment trouble against their opponents,
In the recent student trouble in some States including Orissa it was apparent
that such advantage was taken. Whatever low opinion they or anybody
else may hold of the group in power, it is not proper to take advantage of
an agitated mass 1o create trouble for those in power. It is antisocial.

Their category of mass upsurge is based on some group grievances,
financial or otherwise. Employees of some concemn demand more wages as
in the case of Bank employess or students have some grievance about lack
of facilities, as the students in Paris demonstrated against lack of residen-

tial facilities.

Solutions of these problems would wvary according to nature of the
trouble. In the first category which is justifiable on the ground that it has
the support of the society as a whole. The solution lies in the wisdom
of the offending party in removing the cause of agitation by conceding the
mass damanada.

Ccming to the second categpry namely student unrest let us analyse
the background of the average college or university student, Quite a large
number of students come from the middle and lower middle classes with
traditional Indlan culture. There is an atmosphere of inhibition. Even
parents who are educated rear up children with imperative ‘'Do's and
Don‘ts"’ without giving reasons for commands and with heavy penalty for
dizobedience. Thiz inhibition sows the seeds of revolt which
mostly remains latent so long the children are under the home
influence. When the children are free from the inhibitory atmos-
phers. the sudden acquisition of freedom may lead to undesirable
activities. This could only be checked if the youthful energy can be
canalised 1o healthy activities in residential institutions. We do not have
sufficient number of residential units to provide accommodation for all
the students that may require it. A large number of school or college
students are forced to live in surroundings which are not suitable for 2
regulated life. Such a situation exposes them to the influence of people

who have already been misled in their life or to the machinations of
unscrupulous propagandists.

Even those who can affored and find accommodation in hostels do

not gat the type ﬂf.guidanca they need either on account of inadequate
teacherfstudent ratio or on account of lack of enthusiasm on the part of
the teachers to guide the young people under their charge.

Young people who are coming to the Universities are faced with these
d[fﬁf;ult:-es i |ﬂ¢k‘ﬂf proper accommodation and guidnnce. We must also
admit that the desire for University education is great whatever may be the
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raason. A large section of the entrants is ha
for the T¥pe of education the Universities o

ieod ts from tha Unij -
diverting studen 8 Mniversity in othe
r directions, It b
’ 85 bean

gasily said than done. . Unless sufficiently atiractive open;
the rush for University education will Openings are created

of the University to those who wish t:ﬂ:;‘t'::ﬂ~h;a tannot close the door
equality and demand excellence at tha Ei;nm ti;:E Tja_nan not preach
devise Ways anc! mea_n.s 50 that equality and “ﬂﬁllan;:a E:1'|l1.|rvars‘..’na:= should
dated in the Univetsities. There must be spheres of ﬁmiuuaniha accommao-
rjes of young men who enter the ponals of the Un'lﬂrs,iw'lr "ur all catego-
tield and try to force everyone through limited number of :ﬂim- T& limit the
bound to be failures which generate a sense of frustration T::{s'ﬁs there is
creating degrees and diplomes of varying standards al:u:l stiﬂnt:::’ ;" 2an
will certainly remove one of the reasons for academic disquist Eu::. :
gystemn oOf variety of degrees with varying stands need cause no .appmhma-
sion, because those who have passed through a University courss will
have developed a personality which will find useful engagement in life.
%o long as the Society attaches exaggerated valug to University degree,
+hose who fail to secure it, persist in their attempis and spread discontent
and organise mass effort among the students to coerce authorities to make
success easy.

tdly equipped |
. ntellectually

In the University stages the two principal actors are the teacher and
ihe student. The teacher is supposed to set the example to the student in
devotion to duty, exemplary conduct and condition of a high standard.
Students come 10 the University with these expactations. |f instead, thay
find group alignment among the teachers, no matter on what basis, if they
suspect unethical conduct on the part of teachers or if they find shallowness
in the teacher's knowledge or teaching, a feeling of disappointment s
generated. The majority euffer in silence. A section of students gets into
group alignments to fish in troubled water for their own advatage. The
more vocal section starts agitation and disquiat spreads.

One more factor causing academic disquiet is the confused thinking
on the problem of the medium of instruction. At the sanundar-.rl Etﬁ.ga
the medium of instruction is nowW the regional language. At trha University
stage, the medium is mostly English. The Universities which have ;Bs;
English as the medium of i nstruction have done S0 to maintain m::: ;1:;; 5:“
of knowledge and to provide 2 wider hﬂl:tznn to the stu mﬂ e
coming from Secondary Schools with the regu?nnl language asm b
instruction find themselves in a difficult EI'Euaﬂu‘;'[ wha:l ::E i
medium of instruction is English. A golution lies in 1m§::-ut;|:l?“miw i
of English in Secondary Schools or lengthening t::: o et
by another year till the regional l?nguagas or Hin
the medium of University jnstruction. ‘ |
| n internal factors promoting academic

Ve have emisie S0 maigenarated or strengthened by external

disquiet. Some of these factors are
influences, -

yariety of SOUICEs.
These external influences emanate a

iain, A reference has
may have political, communal of other ideotogical o1d!
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already been made to unscrupulous propagandists. Unscrupulous politi-
cians do not hesitate to incite students and utilise them to achieve their
own ends. Such outside influsnces are creating cleavages among the
students and generating academic disgu :at. It iz high time to put a8 stop 10

euch interference in the academic atmosp here.

Last of all, ill-advised criticism of the existing education system by all
and sundry without suggesting any definite alternative tends 10 create a
distaste in the minds of students towards existing educational set up and
causes academic disquiat. It may be mentioned here that the few positive
alrernatives that are being experimented have not yet been regarded as
complete SUCCESSES. These are the basic education and the Highear
Secondary Education. Unless the promoting factors are el iminated academic

disquiet will continue to exist.

Finally about the third category. here agaid delay in taking timely action
s the root of trouble. For example, House Surgeocns go on strike for
inadequate remuneration. This is a quetion which ought 10 be in the
knowledge of the authorities concerned. Why ghould they not take notice
of it and find out remedies ? They allow matters o drift till the suffering
House Surgeons organise strikes and get what they want. This encourages
others who have grievances to take to strike to gein thelr object.

guch indecisions and vacillations are not confined to the State but also
gxtand to the Central autharitias.
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LIFE AND DEATH

Dr. B. K. PARIJA

Let us first qf 411 underetand ths distinctive qualities of living matier.
Chemical analysis hﬂSLEhDWn that living matter is made up of elements
which constitute the inanimated world but these glemams in the living
matter exist in certain specific combination in a particular condition known
a5 colloidal or jelly like state. Matter in this torm however has certain
qualities which distinguish it from dead matter. These gualities are growth
producing its own i.8. reproduction and perception of and response 10
stimulus in any form. Even in the inorganic world we have instances of
growth but such growth ‘s different from the growth of living matter.
Thus for example, 8 sugar crystal Qrows in size but such arowth is at the
expense of sugar alone. 0On the other hand living matter grows by taking
in and assimilating fgreign matter. A plant cell placed In weak solution
of suitable inorganic salts is capable of taking in the salts and building

up more living matter.

This Colloidal substance which is the basis of life is called protoplasm.
This substance has the property of losing water and assuming an EFI‘PH"E““\'
dry state and coming hack to the orginal state under suitable conditions.

y taka place within @ limited range of conditions.

These changes can onl : ored for a shorte
Thus for example a seed can pe dried up in the sun and & u. 5 et

or longer period according 10 the kind of seed w‘ultﬂmut losing its life. wg::'n
suitable conditions are provided, # cprouts Into life. |f. hOWBVET the Is

is heated at the temperature of boiling water. the Iﬂhﬂﬂ'ﬁ_ﬂ in 1hﬂ:"‘:‘1ﬂi§::5:;

becomes permanent and life becomes extinct. SIITJI.‘E-ﬂ’H' if the ﬁefa : nl: Z .

iife can not be regained. What is true of 2 seed is truealso © a3

any other living substance.
o unstable 1.e. it has
Protoplasm like the lifeless =l Thus for example
a tendency to separaie out into its WFIPUHMI sub:'u“t“"i:::; cod liver oil and
Scott's amulsion if st red mrlnng,wﬂl separate : ; !
ulsion if st@ 5 amulsive condition 15

watery solution of salts. |f shaken VIGO0 - B
bmu.:;-.t ﬂhuﬂ:: Elain The meaning of this simple operation of shaking

we are putting energy into the mixture ot ©
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already been made to unscrupulous propagandists, Unscrupulous politi-
cians do not hesitate to incite students and utilise them to achieve their
own ends. Such outside influences are creating cleavages among the
students and generating academic disquiet. It is high time to put @ stop to
such interference in the academic atmosphere

Last af all, ill-advised criticism of the existing education system by all
and sundry without suggesting any definite alternative tends to create a
dictaste in the minds of students towards existing educational set up and
causes academic disquiet. It may be mentioned here that the few positive
alrernatives that are being experimented have not yet been regarded as
complete successes. These are the basic education and tha Higher
Secondary Education. Unless the promoting factors are eliminated academic
disquiet will continue to exist.

Finally about the third category. here agaid delay in taking timely action
s the root of trouble. For example, House Surgeons go on strike for
inadequate remuneration. This is a quetion which ought to be in the
knowledge of the authorities cancerned. Why ghould they not take notice

of it and find out remedies 7 They allow matters 1o drift till the suffering
House Surgeons organise strikes and get what they want. This encourages

others who have grievances to take 1o strike to gain their object.

Such indecisions and vacillations are not confined to the State but also
extend to the Central authorities
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L IFE AND DEATH

Dr. P. K. PARLJA

Let us first nl'f all understand the distinctive qualities of living matter.
chemical analysis has shown that living matter is made up of elements
which constitute the inanimated world but these elements in tha living
matter exist in certain specific combination in a particular condition known
a5 colloidal or jelly like state, Matter in this torm however has certain
qualities which distinguish it from dead matter. These qualities are growth
producing its own i ., reproduction and perception of and response to
ctimulus in any form. Even in the inorganic world we have instances of
growth but such growth is different from the growth of living matier.
Thus for example, a sugar crystal grows in size but such growth is at the
expense of sugar alone. On the other hand living matter gQrows hy taking
in and assimilating foreign matter. A plant cell placed in weak solution
of suitable inorganic salts 8 capable of taking in the salts and bullding
up more living matter.

This Colloidal substance which is the basis of life is called protoplasm.
This substance has the property of losing water and aﬁsum'ilng an HPFHII‘IBNW
dry state and coming back to the grginal state under suitable cnndlij-:rns.
These changes can only taka place within a limited rangé of conditions.
Thus for example a seed can be dried up in the sul and stnred for a Eh::‘er
or longer period according to the kind of seed without losing 1S mirh ':1“
suitable conditions are provided, it SProuts into life. 1f, however *:‘::m
is heated at the temperature of boiling water, the chang® in the :r?mrm“n
becomes permanent and life becomes extinct. ﬁimi.'laﬂ? if the E'E: al:!egg e
iife can not be regained. What istrue of a seed is truealse ¥

any other living substance.

Protoplasm like the lifeless jellies Of amulslﬂ::nc Se
a tendency to separate out into its component SUD®

Scoft's emulsion if stored for \ong, wil I
watery solution of sals. It shaken vigorous!:

brought about. again The meaning of thi® ’fi
we are putting energy into the mixture of oil an
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emulsion. Any suitable state of matter can only be maintained if energy
is put in continuously to prevent its going back into the original stable state
like the mixture of oil and water referred to above

It follaws therefore that the protoplasm must be continuously supplied

with energy to maintain it in a fit condition for the manifestation of life.

The main source of energy for the living organisms is the sun. This
energy is primarily taken by plants. Animals and parasitic plants directly or
indirectiy depend on the green plants for their food supply. Life will persit
an earth o0 long as this source of energy 1asts. As the sun is all the time
radiating energy, a time will come when 2 dead level of energy
will be created and there will be no more of radiation of energy
from the sun. In such an eventuality, thz chief source of energy
will dryup so to speak. According to the calculation of soma
classical physicists alter some miilions of years the sun would become cold
but with tha recent advancement of our knowledge of heavenly bodies,
scientists have come to the conclusion that the sun will beceme hotter before
it becomes cold. That present age of the sun is said to be 2,000,000.000
years. Itis believed that in another 1.000,000,000 millions years the sun
will be hottest. By that time the heat will be so intensive that the surface
of our planet will be well above the boiling point of water and although at
this temperature the solid rocks forming the crust of the garth will probably
not yet melt. The oceans and seas will boil. Life on this earth therefore

will be hillions of years bafore the sun becomes cold.
r

Mow let us consider what we mean by death. In such considerations
we have 1o separate one celled organisms from more complex organisms
like the ordinary plant or animal we see around us. These latter consist

of many cells which live in a coordinated society.

in ane celled organisms life lasts so long as the protoplasm can continue
in @ {it condition and is not subjected to conditions too drastic for its
recovery. Thus for example boiling the drinking waler creates conditions
too drastic for the protoplasm of the germs to recover and results in the
death of these germs.  Another drastic condition may be that high concen-
tration of salts in the cell or other chemicals which so alter the condition
of the protoplasm that its colloidal nawre is lost. Such chemicals we
call poisons. Such salts or chemicals may be produced as the by-products
of the very activity of the cell itself and unless got rid of, may go on acumu-
lating till a concentration is reached which affects protoplasm and alters its
nature. In such contigency life becomes extinct. If the protoplasm is
allowed to operate under favourable conditions, it can go for ever. Even
under moderately unfavourable conditions the protoplasm does not dlie hut
becomes dormant. The organism acquires that is known as a resting period
It may even break up its contents into several bits, each bit restin am;
awaiting favourable condltions to resume life activities. This wﬂ I
repraduction. Thus we see death in one-celled organism may occur if i;
internal or external conditions adversely affect the nature of the livi :
matter. It may be noted here that the chance of a neucellular G
live long is very great. The small world in which th ; organism t_u
gy live and move is
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less prone to violent change than bigger organisms. The byproducts of
their internal activity can pass out of the cell with greater ease and hence
death-dealing conditions do not arise frequently. Any changes that do
occur are such that they induce temporary stoppage of activity of the
organism which may go into rest or reproduze bodies which carry on the

race. Hence it is said that the race of germs that killed Tutankhamen may
be living even to-day.

When we come 10 more complex organisms, the stzte of affairs is quite
different. Here the components cells live in greater or lesser co-ordination.
In animals they live in well-knit sociely with central direction. There is
functional specitication in this society different groups of cells perform
different duties and we call such groups as organs. There are the organs
for vision, breathing, feeding and reproducing. etc., each specialising in a
particular process and yet on account of central direction. There is perfect
co-ordination between these organs and between cell and cell. If for any
reason the co-ordination among the organs breaks down or any organ fails
to function the organism a5 a whole becomes diseased, although the
majority of cells maybe quite capable of continued life individually. This
disease may kill the organism sooner or later. Similarly if in an organ the
co-ordination between cell and cell is disturbed one cell may grow at the
expense of its neighbours and we get cancar.

We have therefore to distinguish between the death of the orga-
nism as an individual as we understand it and the death of individual
cells which together make wup the organism. This s clearly
manifest in such experiments as tissue cullures. In these experiments
groups of cells are kept in suitable nourishment and they continue
growing almost indefinitely. The reasons are in all probability firstly
that the cells are less hampered by co-ordinated association with a
large number of other cells and secondly that the waste products of
cells are more easily discarded. We have s=een in the case of one-
celled organism that their chance for long life is greater becauss the
waste products are more easily got rid of. Such is also the case in
isolated cells or groups of cells in tissue culture. Thus living cells
can continue so long as proper outside and inside physical conditions
are guaranteed,

The death of an animal organism however is different. Death of
a human being for instance is due to the stoppage of the heart and
consequent stoppage of Oxygen to the tissues and the cessation of
concerted action of the organ, although certain organs or groups of
cells might be alive even after this state and can be kept alive in
cultures,

In the case of plants the cells are in a sort of republic. The
constituent tissues and cells enjoy a certain amount of au!nn-nm:r, This
is to say functional specialisation is not so advanced &s in Innlmalm
For example. in @ jackfruit tree, the stem, branches and even its under-
ground poriers are known to preduce flowers and fruits. In many
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planfs branches and even leaves can produce roots and become inde-
pendent organism if severed from th2 parent tree. Plants hm_re methods
of disposing of water products different from these of animals. _The-,r
have the power of rendering waste products harmless by combining
them with other chemical substances and stroing them away in different
regions. These methods are moare congenial to long life. Some of the
giant sequices of America are known to have lived centuries, even
before Lotd Budha and they are still living.

Death in case of plants therefore is differarts from thatof animals
An organ may be detached from the parent and may continue living
as an organ because there was no central agency for directing the acti-
vities of the organs nor is there any distributing centre like the heart

A fruit like the apple for example can continue to live for months till
the co-ocrdinated activity inside and among the cells breaks down.

The plant as an individual is ordinarily hard to kill. You may cut
down the stem but the remaining portion will regenrate the stem. Even
uprooting the plant does not kill it. For example, @ ginger plant or a banana
plant continues living even after uprooting. Death of the individual only
takes place when the supply of food is exhausted and the supply of energy
is stopped either from the Sun or from any chemical process.

Whether from the stoppage of co-ordinated action or the stoppage of
supply of energy, the individual dies. So far we have considered life as
manifested in association with Jliving matter. The question is whether
life 13 ihe property of a certain specific combination of elements, or it has
a distinct existance apart from the particular substange that we call
protoplasm. |If we accept that life is the property of a certain combination
of elements then life must have a limit. This the materialistic point of

view, On the other hand if we accept the separate existence of life as such
then life just be eternal.

Philosophers like Bergson, deduce from the facts of evolution in the
organic world that there is acertain force inherent in the very nature of
life. This ha calls the “ilan vitale” or vital urge, which is intermediate
in its properties between the blind activities of life less matter and the
conscious and purposeful activity of mind. In my previous talk we have
seen that mind is universal and has a distinct existence from matfter, and it

only manifests itself when it is associated with the body under appropriate
conditions.

S0 as this ilan vitale is part and parcel of lifeand that it has the
activities similar to that of mind, it proves that life has a separate
existance, and it only reveals itsolf under suitable conditions. If this is
conceded, then it is not necessary to posiulate two entities such as ilan
vital and mind. It is sufficient to assume the existence of ane reality
other than matter which manifests itself when suitable conditions pre-

sent themselves. Our philosophers g0 so far as to suggest that this
reality creates these conditions to manifest itself.

O
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PROTECTION AGAINST

ANTI-SOCIAL ELEMENTS AND THE NEED
FOR PUBLIC COOPERATION

SOLE0000T00 000 000000000000000000000000000000000000000000500

Dr. P. K. PARIJA

Before coming to the problem let us clarify our idea about Society.
Society means a group of people living in association with others, Society
may be small or large. In modern conception Society is coterminous with
the State or naturehood. Such groups’ are guided by a code of conduct
which may be customs or written law. According to such code every
member of the group has certain rights and certain amount of freedom
provided the exercise of such rights does not encroach upon those of the
other members. Such rights include acquisition and possession of property
and freedom in personal matters like marriage,

If any member of the Society tries to interfere with such rights, he is
anti-social.

Anti-social elements have been in existence in Socisties from time
immemorial. Even Ratnakar who later became Valmiki and wrote Ramayana
was a thief (dasyu) in early life. Incidentally one may say that the dasyus
and asuras referred to in the Vedas were not anti-social. In fact, they ware
working for their society and harrassing the invaders namely the Aryans.
They have been called Rakshasas in Sanskrit™.

Before we discuss about protection against the anti-social element. let
us analyse the origin and nature of anti-social behaviour, Anti-social ele-
ments are self-centres and have no social sense—either dus to laziness or
misdirected energy. They want to achieve their objectives in the easy
way without :anv care for the rights of others. It is not that they have no
capacity for work, because some of the anti-social psople ore intelligent and
energetic but their talents are misdirected. It may be mentioned here that
in a minority of eases, the defect is hereditary as in the case of kleptomania.
It is sometimes observed that rich people are lr.lamnn'!anm:. This can only
that their bad conduct is inbom. Leaving these cases out of

be explained )
y n the majority of cases antisocial behaviour can be compared

consideration, i
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to a disease. Just as in the case of diseases once the diagnosis is done
there are two ways of dealing with it, namely curative and preventive.
Curative measures are for the benefit of the individual while preventive
measures are necessary for the Soclety as a whole.

The traditional preventive measure throughout the world has been to
invoke divine interference. Anti-social action has been considered as a sin
and the divine punishment is severe. This method has been largely effective
but with the growth of materialism, faith in divine interference is becoming
weak. Hence an alternative preventive measure has to be adopted. This is
one believes to create consciousness of welfare of the society so that the
individual may not act in a way to damage the welfare of the society. It may
be difficult but attempts shculd be made. One reads that in Socialist
countries where supernatural faith is discredited, force has been applied to
create State or Social consciousness and resistant people have died in

numbers.

In the village of old, there was a community sense among all the
villagers, For example, if there was a desth in any family no matter
which caste he belonged to, the whole village fasted till the crema-
tion or burial was over. Such community sense has deteriorated on
account of the materialistic ideas. In the towns, however, the situation
has been different. A large number of people migrate into the town
from outside. They take time to adapt themselves to the old inhabitants,
Hence there is lack of a commurity sense. In any case for the reasons
stated above serious attempts must be made to create in the minds of
people astrong social sense as a preventive measure against anti-social
activity. Educational system should be so oriented as to develop such
soclal sense in the minds of young people.

Mow as to curative measures, there are two ways which have been
adopted from time immemorial. One is to persuade he antisocial
element to change its mode of life. As a classical example of such
attempt, the case of Ratnakar Dasyu may be recalled. Maharshi MNarada
changed Ratnakar's mode of life by advice and the dasyu became 1
rishi and wrote the great epic Ramayana.

Modem reformatory schools are based on thisg principle of persuasion
and suggesting more honourable way of living.

The other more common method is to inflict exemplary punishment
on the miscreants so that it will prevent him from future misdeeds
and frighten the potential antisocial elements. To correct and apprehend
the anti-social individuals or groups, the society or the executive body
called the Government appoints an agency . e, a group of men. This
group has been given dilferent names at different times and how we
call them the Police. This agency can only be dutiful and detect the
anti-social element and in a majority of cases may arrest the miscreants
but in some cases the miscreants may escape detection and detention.

Unless the people cooperate with the poli
police, the
successful. latter cannot be
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As already mentioned, the vigilant agency has been appointed by
the executive of the Society, be he a monarch, an elected body or a
conqueror, Anti historical reasons for centuries past our country has
been ruled by conquerors and the police are naturally associated
with them, Hence there is an “@ntagonistic feeling against the police
in the minds of the people and full co-operation is wanting. We must
realise that the situation is now different. In executive [. e. Government
Is ours and the police is our agency. Thers is no reason why the
people should distrust tha police, With the full co-operation of the people
with the police the anti-social element can be kept under control.

So far we have dealt with the anti-social element which clearly
come wunder the unwritten or written code of conduct of the society.
There is, however, another class of anti-social people who do not clearly
come under the code. For example, 8 adulterates food stuff ora public
servant who by idleness or misbehaviour delays action and injures
social interest. Such antisocial activities can only be checked if the

people co-operate with controlling authorities be they the police or any
other authority.
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Shri SAMUEL DAS

To extol Dr. Pranakrishna Parlja as a distinguished scientist and a
great educationalist should nol be at the expense of his stature as a man,
Some men are born great and some acquire greatness. Born in a poor
family in a village remote from enlightened community and in an environ-
ment not very promising, Pranakrishna's struggle for life's opportunities
began early. He represents the upheaval task of one who, by the utmost use
of natural gifts, disciplined mind, and by perseverance, rose, to eminance
in the fields of his choice in science, education, and humanitarian service.

Botany Is not generally regarded as a fascinating subject by most
people and was not a very popular one in the early decades of the present
century, when Pranakrishna fixed his preference for it. The subject attracted
in him absorbing interest, and as he explored deeply, it became increasingly
interasting disclosing the varieties and cﬂmplexi.ﬁas of plant life against the
background of all kinds of life in this material world constituting an entirity
in the unimaginable vastness of the universe, He spent about nine years
in the Cambridge University (U. K.) and his labours yileded unegual
fruitful results, His success in this branch of science, kindled the
interest of many a promising student in Orissa to higher studies in this
direction. Dr. Hranakrishna Parija has contributed a good deal in organising
and improving facilities in higher studies in the subject in the universities
in Orissa.

Dr. Parija always kept an open mind to scientific discoveries in other
branches of science and it was amaging to nete in him uptodate infor-
mation, not only In subjects like Botany, but also in other sciences.
He said that his mind should be an open door to all truth, and that a
successful teacher should be an assiduous student ihroughout his life.
Thus when he was called upon to take over the responsibilities of the
Director of Agriculture for a couple of years, he brought to bear his wide
knowledge derived from various sources in ensuring effective administration
in the department for the improvement of agricultural products.
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In spheres of administrative responsibility when Dr. Parija took over

he gave attention to related details, Later in his office as Principal of the
Ravenshaw College, he was invited to serve in many committees and to

give counsel in many institutions in different parts of India. He felt very
uneasy that he could not do his duty in looking into all details in his office.
| was Secretary to the Government of Orissa from 1939 to 1944 in many
subjecis including Education. We provided a Bursar to relisve Dr. Parija
of supervision in financial and routine matters. During 1943, the Parla-
Godavaris Ministry took an important decision of establishing a University
in Orissa the first of its kind known as the Utkal University. The Ruler
states in Orissa had not integrated to the province at the time. The Secre-
tariate was asked to give speedy implementation to the policy accepted with
the conzents of the Ruling chiefs. The details of the required legislative
measure had to be worked out together with the elaborate regulations and
rules within tha frame work of the agreement with the Ruling Chief and the
requirements of the two rulers of Orissa which had not then merged into
one. Dr. Parija who was the Vice-Chancellor elect was helpful in giving
his counsel and his personal attention into details. The Utkal University
was inaugurated in 1943 by the then Chancellor Sir Huthurn Leuis, Governor
of Orissa.

Dr. Pranakrishna Parija with his wide experience as an educationalist
and a= a result of his intimate association in the Universities of Patna and
elsewhere gave a proper direction in the working of the new University.
There were as usual teaching troublgs at the beginning due to inadequate
facilities and insist on demands for speedy expansions. The position of
a Vice-Chancellor is not a bed of roses, and Dr. Parija had to face
inevitable problems and also thereby criticiem. The staff also were not
quite efliclent nor above questionsble dealings. As far as possible he
maintained a dignified aititude. He pleaded for provision of more officers
to deal with expanding departments, when the University shifted from
Cuttack to Vani-Vihar in Bhubaneswar. The Senate also presented a scene
of stormy controversies some times and Dr. Far]ia‘ who presided over the
meetings eased off the situation by his ready wit am:l_suh:cla humaour.
He always maintained the prestige of the chair in various
meetings. In the senate, the s?nd[r:at!.& and the committees, he was a
a perfect gentleman, and a gentleman is aiways a gentleman. He could
disagree with others without being disagreeable. Af‘ a great statesman
(Disrali) has aid " propriety of manners and cunsldlnratmr_n for others are the
two main characteristic of a gentleman'’ These virtues indeed were richly
manifest in Dr. Parija. Politics has been one Dbﬁﬂ?ﬁjﬂ-ﬂ with the
etudents community in post-independent days and ?his has vitiated academic
atmosphere The rivalry between political parties and the tendency to
exploit the youthful forces for thelr purpose has haan_a big mmril_:utirfg factor
to the unrest. The farment of unrest has assured serious proportion in every
sphere of our national life, among workers labourers, the peasants, the

he students and the public servants. It is a common maxim in the
-,muﬂ:l,,t s hat when there are great movements for ' demands"’
pu!ii.ll:’.:ﬁf :;ni?n:;n:_“a corresponding regard for the rights of others, or as a
::ﬁmrg 1::1  for responsibilities to the nation as @ whole, confusion and
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anarchy sets in throughout such a situation is exploited by ﬂ_“l 5'-"1'-"“9"-"”1"?'[[
persons or groups in bringing in authoritarian Governmant, like dictatorship.
Then the people become a bundle of duties with little personal .I'|Q!I"I1.'$, In
democracy, worth the name, the citizen has a8 balanced view of his llght_q‘ as
well as responsibilities. Political education of the people has been wantm.g
leading to grave cOnsequences in a nation where illiteracy among women Is
80 per cent and general illiteracy is 70 per cent. The latest trend has shown
that the majority of people are swayed more by their fealings than by reason.
This does not augur well for this vast country as india. Dr. Parija with his
analytical mind perceived the political trend. He entered the Orissa Legisla-
five Assembly in 1951 as an independent member, He was sincere and out
spoken in expressing his views —never compromising on matters involving
ethical standard and moral principle, It is more important what
we are within than what we express without. Our other ecxpressions
chould correspond with what we are within. [If it is otherwise, we
tend to be insincere, hypocritical and prone to cherish double
standards. Sueh a life breeds corruption, and opportunism in public
life, and such a character breeds cankerworm not only in  body
politic but alse in national life. Dr. Parija kept away from such double
elandards with his innate goodness. He was among a few of the
lone stars that shed a passing light.

Dr. Parija’s sense of dedication was not confined only to the outer
world. He had his duty to the family as well. On return from England in
1020, he was appointed as Professor of Botany in the Ravenshaw College
in the cadre of the Indian Educational Service. He married Sundermoni,
a lady from the rural surroundings with only elementary education. She
never entered the threshold of a High School, as there was only the
Ravenshaw Girls" High School at Cuttack. Co-education was an anathema
in those days. Dr, Parija gave his wife a modicum of education at home
including the art of sewing and knitting imparted by a woman tutor. Thus
Mrs. Parija was fitted to take her place not only at home, but also in
soclety. She shared with other ladies of the advanced community

in activities for the welfare of women and children. Dr. Parija
gava his best to his best to his children so as to enable them

to have a befitting place in life. In these days when there is call
for removal of illiteracy, mostly in rural communities, Dr. Parija’s
example will serve as a beacon light.

Dr. Parija had a measure of strong weather in his life. There were
sad bereavements by the loss of his eldest daughter and the youngest
son who was an |. A. 5., On such occasions he was composed when
| met him on the day following the day his son passed away, he
was composed and in his normal mood, When we parted aftor rh:sllf
an hour's talk, he went inside and presented me a book. he thought
I.w&s interested in. Indeed, it was an interesting book for me, it
vividly represented the land where Jesus lived, taught :

1 and was
crucified—such was the range of studies of Dr. Parija.
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could face the vicissitudes n life from his student days and thus

i ; in 1 : G
Discipline characterised him « life with equanimity and steadiness.

citizen. He often bewailgd Et:lleach”r a5 arasearch scholar, and as a
Politics has become an ubsessiu: Present indiscipline among students.
only aspect of our life, With most students. Politics Is not the

An ;
or agitation as a career i ¥ One who has politics as his primary interest
s not necessarily a student being enrolled as a

il wn:l':m being placed in a motor garage does not
® @8 motor car or an automobile, As the scripture

Eai'ﬁlr —"a little leaven leavens the whole Iump_“ Tha great sciantist Albert
Emstin.whun as.had by the research studant of the Harvard University
for a piece of single advice which should guide them in future, readily
answamd,l “young men, devote an hour each day to axnmirrm yOur
pre-conceived notions or what you have leamnt and the time thus used
would be most rewarding,” A well regulated Iife is the hall mark of a

student and in fact of any one who would be of any worth in
this life.

Dr. Parija had that worth as a man, As a friend he was genial, 1o his
opponent he was polite, as a good teacher he stooped to lift up the least
among the taught, asa preceptor he was rich in counsel, in his sufferings
he sufferad heroically, as afather set an example of simplicity end self-
denying love and among the common people he became a commoner
with simplicity in manners and habits. He brought a sense of dedication to
the cause of science, education and the welfare of his countrymen whom
he served. His place is wvoid now. This can only bg filled by men
endued with a sense of dedication and lovalty to duty in the spheres of
work they have been called to accomplish.

When | met Dr. Parija for the last time, he said “now we are in the
railway platform waiting for our train 1o come and take us away'’. In my
letter of condolence to him after the passing away of his good wife, |
wrole “the only consolation we have is that we are at the end of our tether
in this life”. So it is, time is fleeting away, and thuse1 who take time by
the forelock and make the best of the opportunities, will have no regret at

the glow of the setting sun.

@
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